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EDM to building surveyors 

Subject: Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors released


Dear XXX
Today the Victorian Building Authority (VBA) has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir. 
As building surveyors, we have a critical role in identifying issues or non-compliance and ensuring public safety in relation to buildings and building work.
The code of conduct lifts the standard and creates a level playing field for the building surveying profession by providing more certainty for all industry players on acceptable behaviours and practices.
The code makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest such as involving themselves in the design process. It clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow. 
You may recall that earlier this year we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, and changes were made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention of the code may result in disciplinary action. 
We are preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the code and will be in touch with more details later this year. 
In the meantime, I urge you to become familiar with the code. For more information and to see the code, visit our website.

If you require any further information, please contact the VBA.
Telephone: 1300 815 127
Email: customerservice@vba.vic.gov.au

Regards

Andrew Cialini
State Building Surveyor


EDM to other practitioners – builders, inspectors etc

Subject: Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors released


Dear XXX
I’m writing to let you know about a development in the building industry. 
Today, the Victorian Building Authority (VBA) has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir. 
Building surveyors play a critical role in identifying issues and non-compliance with building work – so it’s vital they follow the rules to help maintain public safety.
The code of conduct makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest, such as involving themselves in the design process. It clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow. 
Earlier this year, we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, and changes were made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention of the code may result in disciplinary action. 
For more information and to see the code, visit our website.

Regards
Andrew Cialini
State Building Surveyor


EDM to stakeholders
Subject: Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors released

Dear XXX
Today the Victorian Building Authority (VBA) has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir. 
Building surveyors play a critical role in identifying issues or non-compliance with building work, so it’s vital they perform their function to a high standard and in a consistent manner to help maintain public safety.
The code of conduct lifts the standard and creates a level playing field for the building surveying profession by providing more certainty for all industry players on acceptable behaviours and practices.
The code makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest, such as involving themselves in the design process. It clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow. 
Earlier this year, we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, and changes were made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention of the code may result in disciplinary action. 
We are preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the code and will be in touch with more details later this year.
For more information and to see the code, visit our website.
On our website you can also find a stakeholder campaign kit, which includes social media posts. I would be grateful if you would use the resources in the kit to share information about the new code with your members and networks.

If you require any further information, please contact the VBA.
Telephone: 1300 815 127
Email: customerservice@vba.vic.gov.au

Regards
Andrew Cialini
State Building Surveyor


[internal email for BS staff – HOLD OFF]

Subject: Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors released
 
 
Dear Colleagues
Today the VBA has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir.
As building surveyors, we have a critical role in identifying issues or non-compliance and ensuring public safety in relation to buildings and building work.
The code of conduct lifts the standard and creates a level playing field for the building surveying profession by providing more certainty for all industry players on acceptable behaviours and practices.
The code makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest such as involving themselves in the design process. It clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow.
You may recall that earlier this year we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, and changes were made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code. If you provided feedback, thank you for your contribution.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention of the code may result in education or disciplinary action.
In the future, we will be including a reference to the code in VBA building surveying staff contracts and management plans. This will help ensure that you are aware of your obligations and that we support you undertake the required training to avoid any potential code breaches.
We are preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the code and I will be in touch with more details later this year.
In the meantime, I urge you to become familiar with the code, which you can find on our website.
 
If you have any questions about the code, please get in touch with:
· Felicity Ketelaar (Felicity.Ketelaar@vba.vic.gov.au) – until 10 July
· Simone Lugg (simone.Lugg@vba.vic.gov.au) – from 13 July.  
Kind regards
 
Regards
Andrew 
 



[internal email for all other staff – HOLD OFF]

Subject: Message from the CEO - Code of Conduct released
 
 
Dear XXX
Today, the VBA has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir.
Building surveyors play a critical role in identifying issues and non-compliance with building work – so it’s vital they follow the rules to help maintain public safety.
The code of conduct makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest, such as involving themselves in the design process. It clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow.
Earlier this year, we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, and changes were made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code. If you provided feedback, thank you for your contribution.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention of the code may result in education or disciplinary action.
For more information and to see the code, visit our website.
 
I’d like to thank Andrew Cialini, Shobini Mahendra and their teams for all the hard work that went into bringing this code of conduct to fruition. Well done!
 
Take care or other sign-off?
Sue
 


web page: https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/surveying/code-of-conduct-for-building-surveyors

Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors
The VBA has released its first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry and help keep Victorians safe.  

All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021.

[link to code in button]
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir. 
The code clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow. It makes it clear that building surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest, including involving themselves in the design process with builders.
Consultation and feedback
In March 2020, we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, with changes made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code.
The new code of conduct is intended to be consistent with the proposed Australian Building Codes Board Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, and further review will occur once the ABCB code is finalised. Consultation has occurred with ABCB to align the Victorian code with the Shergold–Weir Building Confidence recommendations and ABCB’s proposed code.
Education and training
We are preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the new code. We will provide more information about this later in the year. 
We encourage building surveyors to participate in these events to better understand their obligations and ensure compliance with the code.
Enforcement of the code
The code will provide a reference against which we will be able to audit building surveying work, and carry out education and disciplinary action where deemed necessary.


social media posts

Post 1
The VBA has released a Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors that will improve safety and oversight in the building industry, and help keep Victorians safe. 

All registered building surveyors in Victoria will need to comply with the code, which puts public safety and competence at the heart of the building industry.

The code comes into effect on 1 January 2021. 
Find out more [link to https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/surveying/code-of-conduct-for-building-surveyors]

Post 2
Building surveyors are critical in identifying issues with building work, so it’s vital they perform their roles to a high standard to help maintain public safety.

The VBA’s new Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow.

The code comes into effect on 1 January 2021. 
Find out more [link to https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/surveying/code-of-conduct-for-building-surveyors]

Post 3
The VBA has released a new Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors to lift standards in the industry and drive positive behaviours that put the safety of Victorians first.

The code creates a level playing field for building surveyors and provides greater oversight of the building surveying profession.

The code comes into effect on 1 January 2021. 
Find out more [link to https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/surveying/code-of-conduct-for-building-surveyors]

Post 4
The VBA has released a new Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors to give clarity of expectations and accountabilities for building surveyors.

The code makes clear that building surveyors must act in the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest.

The code comes into effect on 1 January 2021. 
Find out more [link to https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/surveying/code-of-conduct-for-building-surveyors]



social media tiles
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intranet story 

VBA’s first Code of Conduct lifts the standards of building surveyors 

The VBA is lifting the standards of conduct for building surveyors, boosting competency in the industry and driving positive behaviours that puts the safety of Victorians first.
Today we released our first Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors, which will improve safety and oversight in the building industry.  
The code has been developed in response to industry demands and was a key recommendation from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir. 
The code clearly sets out examples of inappropriate conduct and establishes eight key areas of professional conduct that building surveyors in Victoria must follow. It also makes it clear that surveyors must act within the public interest, comply with the law, act with integrity and avoid conflicts of interest, such as involving themselves in the design process.
State Building Surveyor Andrew Cialini noted that while the vast majority of building surveyors do the right thing, it was important to establish a code to prevent building surveyors and builders from having too cosy a relationship.
“Building surveyors are central to building safety and often spot non-compliance with building work – it’s vital they follow the rules to help maintain public safety,” Andrew said.
All registered building surveyors in Victoria will be required to comply with the code from 1 January 2021, and any contravention may result in disciplinary action. We are preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the code. 
In March this year, we invited building surveyors, the building industry and consumers to provide feedback on a draft of the code. All feedback was carefully considered, with changes made to improve the clarity of the principles, rules and examples in the code.
You can see the new code on our website.
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