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Who can prepare codes of conduct?
The Victorian Building Authority (VBA) can prepare and approve codes of conduct under section 177 of the Building Act 1993.
Industry may also prepare codes of conduct for approval by the VBA. The development of the Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors (Code) is a first for the VBA.
What is the purpose of the code of conduct for building surveyors?
The purpose of the Code is to establish mandatory principles and rules for professional conduct and outline what building surveyors in Victoria must, as a minimum, adhere to when performing their functions or any other work they carry out in their capacity as a registered building surveyor.

The Code will ensure building surveyors engage in conduct that promotes safety and quality in the building and construction industry while also building trust and public confidence in the building surveying profession.
Who does the code of conduct apply to?
The Code applies to all registered building surveyors in Victoria, including (but not limited to) relevant building surveyors, municipal building surveyors, private building surveyors and bodies corporate registered as building surveyors. 

For instance, the Code applies to registered building surveyors when they are:
· appointed as a municipal building surveyor
· acting as a delegate of a municipal building surveyor
· appointed as a relevant building surveyor
· employed by the VBA as a building surveyor
· assisting a relevant building surveyor to perform their functions, or 
· providing any professional services relying on their registration as a building surveyor or because they are registered as a building surveyor (including as a consultant building surveyor). 
What are the core principles of conduct outlined in the code?
The code of conduct sets out eight core principles that building surveyors must adhere to when performing their functions and any other work they carry out in their capacity as a registered building surveyor:
1. Act in accordance with the law and in the public interest
2. Act with integrity, honesty, objectivity and impartiality
3. Perform competently and within the required level of expertise and experience
4. Act independently
5. Avoid conflicts of interest
6. Document and maintain records
7. Communicate promptly and effectively
8. Provide complaint handling process and address issues of non-compliance
When does the Code commence?
The Code will commence on 1 January 2021. 
Why have a code of conduct for building surveyors?
The Code has been prepared in response to industry demands and a key recommendation (recommendation 10) from the Building Confidence Report by Professor Peter Shergold AC and Ms Bronwyn Weir.
The development of the Code is a first for the VBA.
How was the code of conduct for building surveyors developed?
The Code was developed in consultation with industry stakeholders, building surveyors and consumers. The Code was released for public consultation on the government’s Engage Victoria website and was also the subject of a panel discussion at the Building Surveyors Conference held in Melbourne on 25 February 2020.  Feedback received on the draft Code assisted the VBA to refine and clarify sections in the final version of the Code.
How will the code of conduct for building surveyors operate within the existing legislative framework?
The Code will complement the existing legislative and regulatory framework for building surveyors.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Code does not limit a building surveyor’s functions, responsibilities and liabilities under the Building Act 1993, the Building Regulations or any other legislation, regulation, code or standards applicable to building surveyors, including the National Construction Code, referenced Australian Standards and other documents.

What happens if a building surveyor does not comply with the code of conduct?
The code will provide a reference against which we will be able to audit building surveying work, and carry out education and disciplinary action where deemed necessary.
Will there be training or further information provided on the code of conduct for building surveyors?
Yes. The VBA is preparing an education and training program to support the implementation of the new Code. The VBA has included a six-month implementation timeframe from publication to commencement of the Code. This longer implementation timeframe acknowledges the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on building surveyors and allows ample time to build awareness and engage with the industry.  Details on the program will be available from the VBA’s website when ready. 
Where can I get a copy of the code of conduct for building surveyors?
The Code is available to download from the VBA website. It is located in the Building surveyors section of the website.
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